Important Update to USPS Postmarks & Your Charitable Gifts
The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) has issued a new rule effective December 24, 2025, that formally defines a postmark and clarifies how USPS mail-processing dates are displayed on mailpieces. 

What Changed?
Under the new rule, postmarks will continue to be applied to mail, but the date printed on a USPS machine postmark is now defined as the date of the first automated processing operation at a postal facility, not necessarily the date you put the letter in a mailbox. 

Previously, donors and nonprofits relied on the postmark date as evidence of when a gift was mailed (often called the “mailbox rule”). However, the USPS now clarifies that this machine-applied date is not always a reliable indicator of the actual mailing date. 

What This Means for Donors
· A postmark still shows that USPS had your mailpiece, but the date might reflect when it entered processing, not when you mailed it. 
· This matters most for year-end gifts or other time-sensitive donations where you want to show the gift was mailed by a specific date. 

Best Practices for Donors
To ensure your donation is counted in the tax year you intend:
· Mail well before December 31 so there’s no uncertainty about the postmark date vs. the mailing date. 
· Request a hand-stamped postmark at a USPS retail counter, which shows the date USPS first accepted your mailpiece. 
· Consider Certificate of Mailing or other USPS services that provide proof of the acceptance date. 

Bottom Line for Charitable Giving
The mailbox rule hasn’t disappeared, but USPS's definition of postmark dates has changed. Donors should be aware that machine-generated postmarks may not exactly match the mailing date, so plan accordingly to ensure your gift counts toward the intended year. 

